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Editorial:
Dear John

Most “Dear John” letters (or so I’ve heard) are written to say
goodbye to one who once was beloved but is beloved no longer.
This is not one of those. Although we at Trinity have been saying
goodbye to John Rodgers for over a decade now (he has retired
several times it seems), we have no desire to see John go any-
where. He still has an office at Trinity (which he uses at least once
a week), and he is still beloved. In fact a day with John Rodgers on
campus just seems to have a little more sparkle somehow. This is
not a “Dear John – goodbye” letter; this is a “Dear John – you and
Blanche are very dear to us – thanks so much for being who you
are” letter.

And so this issue of the Trinity Journal seeks in a small way to
honor the Rt. Rev. Dr. John Rodgers, Professor and Dean Presi-
dent Emeritus, Bishop in the Church of God, and all around great
guy. How else can we do this (theologians that we are) but by of-
fering him something to read? The essays in this issue have been
written by former students and by former and current members
of the Trinity faculty. We did not put out a general invitation to all
of John’s former colleagues because everyone who was asked
when we first began to put this Festschrift together said yes; if we
had asked any more people to write, we wouldn’t have been able
to pay for the printing! 

The essays presented here cover a range of theological issues,
reflecting John’s eclectic evangelical, Anglican, Reformed theology
with a Barthian accent. Biblical studies, Reformation and modern
theology, and preaching are all discussed, as well as the Trinity,
the resurrection, assurance, the unity of Scripture and episcopacy.
These are great themes, discussed in honor of a teacher who regu-
larly treats great themes in his own classroom teaching. Of note,
however, is the decision of Peter Moore to present a short essay on
friendship, for John Rodgers is remembered as more than a mag-
nificent teacher and scholar. John Rodgers is a Christian. John is a
Christian who cannot help but exude an exuberant love of God.
Perhaps John will always best be known for his tendency to break
into a song of praise in the middle of a lecture. I will always re-
member how, during one of his post-“retirement” stints as Acting
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Dean/President, he spent time simply going around the campus
giving faculty, staff, and students hugs. His amazement at God’s
freely given grace, and John’s love for God which overflows into
love for his fellow redeemed sinners, are his enduring legacy. 

The Book of Common Prayer has a collect entitled “Of a Doc-
tor of the Church, Poet or Scholar” which reads,

O God, who by thy Holy Spirit hast given unto one a word of
wisdom, to another a word of knowledge, to another the gift 
of tongues: We praise thy Name for the gifts of grace mani-
fested in thy servant N., and we pray that thy Church may 
never be destitute of the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

By God’s grace, his servant John Rodgers has been and is a sign
that God has not left (and never will leave) his church destitute of
the gifts she needs. 

The Rev. Dr. Grant LeMarquand, Executive Editor
Academic Dean

Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission
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